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LEADING PAIN MANAGEMENT AND ADDICTION EXPERT TO PRESENT AT UCSF’S CHALLENGES OF MANAGING PAIN SYMPOSIUM ON JUNE 7, 2007

Howard Kornfeld, MD, leading expert in the treatment of addiction and pain, will lecture on “Addiction Issues in Pain Management: From Opium to Buprenorphine” in Herbst Hall at the UCSF Medical Center at Mount Zion, 1650 Divsadero Street, San Francisco on Thursday June 7, 2007 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Dr. Kornfeld, a Mill Valley resident who is an Assistant Clinical Professor, UCSF School of Medicine and Lecturer and Consultant to the UCSF Pain Management Center Fellowship Program, is the founder of the Recovery Without Walls program. He will lead participants in a fascinating discussion about the long history of opium and opiates and more recent developments in pain management and addiction treatment. Considering the attention currently focused on the addiction field and opiate pain medications and their abuse, as well as recent changes in federal and state policies nationwide regarding the treatment of patients with pain and addiction issues (i.e., CA AB 487, Public Law 109-56), Dr. Kornfeld’s discussion will be both timely and critical.

Over the last two decades, Dr. Kornfeld has treated patients with chronic pain, as well as those addicted to or dependent on their medications. He also treats patients with a range of other addictions from alcohol to benzodiazepines. He is a fellow of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) and is Certified in Pain Medicine by the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology.

After years of watching patients struggle upon their return from traditional inpatient addiction rehabilitation centers, Dr. Kornfeld began developing, in 2003, the community-based Recovery Without Walls program, to allow patients to combine the latest advances in psychopharmacology along with psychotherapy, spirituality, supportive 12-step groups, and healthy nutritional support.

Dr. Kornfeld’s June 7th talk will also include a look at optimal anti-depressant strategies in pain medicine.

The UCSF Challenges of Managing Pain Symposia are sponsored by the Mount Zion Campus Committee and UCSF PainCARE – Center for Advanced Research and Education. UCSF’s PainCARE and Pain Management Center have been jointly named as a 2007 American Pain Society Clinical Center of Excellence. For more information, contact Pamela Pierce Palmer, MD, PhD or Laurie Snyder: (415) 885-7272, or snyderla@anesthesia.ucsf.edu.
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